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the younger and more ductile mind naturally follows suit, and instinctively, perhaps unconsciously, reproduces the impression which is rnost vivid.
At Sadlors "Wells all the young actors glided irresistibly into the Phelps mannerism, and at the .Princess's, during the representation of that delightful and magnificent spectacle, "A Midsummer Night's Dream," although the Keans did not act in the play, yet when Helena and Hermia, Lysander and Demetrius were lost in the wood, and out of sight of the audience, during the changing scene, their various voices emitted from different sides of the stago such unconscious burlesque imitations of Mr. and Mrs. Koan s most marked peculiarities as to evoke roars of laughter through the entire house. It is unfortunate that on those occasions the scholar's aoiii invariably induces him to reproduce the exaggerations Juid not the excellences of his master.
o
Tho most remarkable thing about the Phelps mannerism was the fact that it persistently asserted itself in his tragic assumptions, while in comedy he obliterated it so effectively as to efface his own personal identity.
For my own poor part the only drawback I ever experienced to rny perfect enjoyment of his acting was his mannerism.
Discussing this peculiarity one day with a veterant, leaving behind him two or threee call-boy called the half-hour, I was     **                           * *
